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government control and the ultimate
shame of increased taxes.
Listening to these talkmeisters one
can easily gain an insight into the political culture of our age with its cynicism, anger, mistrust, self-centeredness and deep resentment of politics
and those who practice politics. As
these masters of political talk berate
the liberal establishment (usually without opportunity for rebuttal) and make
fun of the political process (with little
interest in defining the complexities of
decision-making), it is easy to see why
Americans are turned off by politics
and feel certain that the country is
headed to hell in a handbasket.
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sional trade in ways that may
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process,
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business
that
is
different
from the
of listening to the top 40 songs
world that most people live in. If we
of the day, the middle-aged white
are to embrace the conservative talk
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logic, then what we are saying is
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that
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member that when Rush Limbaugh or
Gene Burns fume against tax increases
or programs that shift resources to the
poor and middle class they are speaking fr:om their position as millionaires
(and probably multi-millionaires). The
last time I looked at census figures, the
vast majority of the American people
were in the income range of $20,000
to $30,000. It is easy to criticize government programs that provide entitlements to those at the lower end of
the scale if you are financially secure
and do not want to give up what you
have. Furthermore, almost everyone in
this society receives some form of government entitlement or subsidy. The
poor may have welfare, but the rich
have business tax credits and all those
other deductions.
Lastly, the conservatives constantly
attack government as the source of all
the ills of our society, rather than looking at the conditions in our society that
have caused government to act. Government is big and costly and intrusive but it has gotten that way because
the people have wanted the government to solve their problems. Maybe
it would be better to take care of our
poor through private organizations or
have for profit schools, but so far the
business community has shown only
a mild interest in solving these pressing problems. Say what you want about
the big beast of government but there
simply is not a realistic alternative to
the problems that affect all of society.
When I drive home tonight I'll have
the choice of listening to the
talkmeisters berate government and
politicians or the range of FM music. I
must admit that often the commentators are interesting, provocative and
occasionally informative, but tonight
I'm going to switch to classic rock, turn
the speakers on loud and listen to Led
Zeppelin sing Stairway to Heaven the long version.
Michael Kryzanek
Editor

